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Language Arts  
Mr. Strecker & Ms Rolston 
 Students spent all of this month working on 
our essay-writing unit.  The students followed 
the writing process to craft a thoughtful essay 
that communicated their thoughts on the 
theme of a novel.  As well, the students 
included evidence from the text and a 
conclusion that applied the theme to life. 
Overall, the students worked well throughout 
the unit and made progress in their analysis of 
text and written communication. 
 
Coming back from the break, students will 
begin our next unit of study - an analysis of 
characterization in realistic fiction and fantasy 
texts.  During this unit, students will choose 
reading material that fits into those two genres 
and will be required to read at least one text 
from each.  Students should read consistently 
and spend 20-30 minutes each night. 
 
Have a restful and fun break! 

 
Pre-Algebra Plus 
Mr. Gostkiewicz 
Pre-algebra students have learned about 
slopes. They will learn how to find the 
slope and y-intercept of a line to write an 
equation for the line. They will be 
developing an understanding for how they 
can represent real world examples of 
slope in words, pictures, graphs, tables, 
mappings, and equations. 
 
Algebra 
Mr. Mesite 
Algebra students are in the home stretch of our 
unit on Linear Functions.  Having worked with 
algebraic equations in slope-intercept and 

standard form prior to the holiday break, we 
have now moved on to point-slope form. 
Students will practice not only applying all 
three forms, but also identifying the 
usefulness of each option.  Once complete, we 
will progress to our fourth unit of the year, 
where we will be utilizing scatter plots and 
trends lines to make inferences from data.  In 
this unit, we will rely heavily on the TI-83 
graphing calculator, as well as the Desmos 
online graphing software.  
 
Global Studies 
Mrs. Ingmundson & Mr. Aguiar 
 
U.S. History is currently analyzing major 
events that impacted the early republic of the 
United States.  Among the themes students are 
analyzing are George Washington’s 
presidency, the debate between Alexander 
Hamilton and George Washington, and the 
Election of 1800.  
 
Students have  been working on a newspaper 
project for this unit.  Students are working in 
small groups to construct a newspaper that will 
teach the class the major events of the early 
1800s.  Students will need to choose their own 
newspaper format, articles to write, and 
images to include that will complete the 
newspaper.  At the end, students will get a 
chance to read and reflect on the finished 
newspapers. 
 
After the newspaper project, students will be 
looking at the early United States and how 
major political figures dealt with foreign 
affairs of the time.  It’s going to be a busy but 
fun  January when we come back from the 
holiday break.  
 
 
Science  
Ms ODP & Ms Bonalli 
Students in science class recently 



wrapped up our unit on magnets.  We 
were built electromagnets and 
investigated the variables that affected 
the strength of the magnetic field. 
Currently, we are investigating the role of 
gravity in our solar system.  Students will 
learn about the factors that affect 
gravitational pull.  We will culminate the 
entire unit with students making claims 
about gravity and collisions in our solar 
system. 
 
Following this culmination, we will begin 
our study of sound and light. 
 
CCPS 
Students are wrapping up their 
presentations in class and will be moving 
on to another project.  Please ask your 
children what topic they will be 
investigating. 
 
ACT GOAL: 
This months goal is Communication. 
 

“Electric communication will never be a substitute for 

the face of someone who with their soul encourages 

another person to be brave and true.”  --Charles 

Dickens 
 

“Words, once they are printed, have a life of their 

own.”  --Carol Burnett 

 

How many ways can we communicate with 

people?  In the 21st century, there are more 

ways to get our message across than ever 

before—social media, texting, E-mail, and 

Skype are just a few of the new ways to 

deliver our thoughts.  But how often do we 

think about what is being said, as to how it’s 

being said?  It’s really important to 

remember how our messages may be 

interpreted in our modern world.  Think 

about the above quotes the next time you 

have something important to say. 

Sometimes our actions really do speak 

louder than words. 

 

 

 

 
REMINDERS: 

Access the 8th grade homework 
calendar clicking on the following link: 
https://sites.google.com/reg4.k12.ct.us
/8shomework/home 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Student Success Plans (SSP): goals are 
ready for viewing in Naviance 
All JW students will be creating academic 
and social goals to focus on their own 
personal needs and areas for 
improvement. These goals are a part of 
our school-wide Student Success Plan,  a 
program encompassing academics, social 
growth, and early career exploration. 
Students will revisit and revise these 
goals throughout the year. Parents and 
guardians are able to view these goals in 
Naviance, our online SSP program. 
Instructions and access codes will be 
mailed home to all households. We 
encourage families to discuss these goals 
at home. If you need assistance viewing 
these goals or resetting your password, 
please contact the office. 
 
 

Title IX Non-Discrimination Notice 
The Chester, Deep River, Essex, Region #4, 
and Supervision District Boards of Education 
are committed to a policy of equal 
opportunity/affirmative action for all 
qualified persons and equal access to Boy 
Scouts of America and other designated 
youth groups.  The Chester, Deep River, 
Essex, Region #4, and Supervision District 
Boards of Education do not discriminate on 
the basis of race, color, religious creed, sex, 
age, national origin, ancestry, marital status, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or 
expression, disability (including, but not 
limited to, intellectual disability, past or 
present history of mental disorder, physical 
disability or learning disability), genetic 
information, or any other basis prohibited by 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/c/charlesdic132524.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/c/charlesdic132524.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/c/charlesdic132524.html
https://sites.google.com/reg4.k12.ct.us/8shomework/home
https://sites.google.com/reg4.k12.ct.us/8shomework/home
http://www.jwms.reg4.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_177389/File/Parent%20Resources/JWMSStudentSuccessPlan.pdf
http://www.jwms.reg4.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_177389/File/Parent%20Resources/Naviance%20instructions-1.pdf


Connecticut state and/or federal 
nondiscrimination laws. The Chester, Deep 
River, Essex, Region #4, and Supervision 
District Boards of Education do not 
unlawfully discriminate in employment 
against qualified persons with a prior criminal 
conviction.  Questions or complaints related 
to Title IX should be directed to Dr. Kristina 
Martineau, Assistant Superintendent, 1 
Winthrop Road, Deep River, CT 06417 or by 
phone at 860-526-2417 or e-mail 
kmaritneau@reg4.k12.ct.us; questions or 

complaints related to disabilities, should be 
directed to Sarah Smalley, Director of Pupil 
Services, 1 Winthrop Road, Deep River, CT 
06417 or by phone at 860-526-2417 or e-mail 
ssmalley@reg4.k12.ct.us. 
 
 
 

 
 


